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Climate change will impact San Miguel County no matter how rapidly we reduce our carbon 
footprint. This presentation will discuss how the latest developments in climate science can help 
local governments and communities to better understand the challenges ahead and how to think 
about apportioning responsibility for dealing with these challenges. 
 
Dr. Brenda Ekwurzel is a co-author of the fourth National Climate Assessment and has written 
numerous peer reviewed articles on climate science. Most relevant for this presentation is the 
groundbreaking analytic work Dr. Ekwurzel and colleagues have published to help characterize 
and apportion the climate responsibilities of fossil fuel producers. The 2017 study1 traces who is 
responsible for global temperature increase and sea level rise and quantifies the impacts of 
emissions traced to major fossil fuel producers. Dr. Ekwurzel is also well known for her ability 
to make climate science accessible to public audiences. She has appeared on ABC News, CBS 
News, Good Morning America, CNN, NPR, The Colbert Report and other television shows. 
  
 

                                                        
1 https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/tracing-whos-responsible-temperature-increase-and-sea-level-rise 
 



MORE DETAILS ON THE PRESENTATION 
  
While many of the important climate change initiatives underway in Colorado target greenhouse 
gas emissions reductions, we have already reached the point where we cannot prevent some 
degree of climate damages from occurring in Colorado. 
 
Dr. Ekwurzel will focus on the climate changes we are already experiencing and look ahead to 
what might be coming. She will discuss locally relevant impacts to snow, forests, water 
resources and wildfire and compare where these ecosystems would be without the impacts of 
climate change. Dr. Ekwurzel will provide actions for reducing emissions, while also presenting 
the unavoidable impacts of climate damages we are currently experiencing and can expect to see 
in the future.  
 
Dr. Ekwurzel is part of a team of scientists who are now specifically attributing certain extreme 
weather and other impacts to a changing climate, and will discuss their explorations of how we 
might think about responsibility for climate damages and the costs of preparing for the changes 
to come. 
  
Climate impacts carry a very real cost for Colorado and local governments. Local governments 
in San Miguel County are working diligently to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change. 
Dr. Ekwurzel will bring some of the latest developments in climate science that can help local 
governments plan for climate costs and apportion the costs, so that the burden does not fall 
disproportionately on taxpayers or marginalized groups. 
   
In 2018, San Miguel County joined Boulder County and the City of Boulder to request the 
courts to determine how local governments can recover some of the costs of adapting to climate 
change from the fossil fuel companies. Specifically, the litigation asks the court to require 
ExxonMobil and Suncor, two fossil fuel companies significantly responsible for climate change, 
to pay their fair share of climate harms. This lawsuit aims to shift some of the costs of climate 
change away from the taxpayers and back onto those most responsible for the crisis. 
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