
RIDGWAY OURAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING  

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
JULY 9, 2019 

 
Member Present:  Don Swartz, President 
    Kate Kellogg, Vice President  
    Austin Rey 
    Rose Evans  
    Dudley Case –By Phone 
    Linda Browning 
    Al Lowende (Late Arrival)  
    Scott Williams (Late Arrival)  
 
Meeting called to order for the purpose of reviewing the recent reorganization of Western 
Colorado Alliance (WCA) and the proposed changes to the  non commercial camping ordinance 
by the Ouray County Commissioners.  
 
WCA Reorg 
 
Members present discussed the changes that were outlined by Emily Hornback at a meeting on 
June 20, 2019.  The reorganization of WCA has resulted in the following changes for 2020: 
 

1.  ROCC Membership no longer includes membership in WCA  
2. WCA is moving to a single dues system for all affiliates EXCEPT ROCC 
3. ROCC membership dues will remain 100% with ROCC and no longer be split 
4. ROCC will determine an amount to be paid to WCA annually to maintain the 

affiliation 
5. WCA will provide support of a community organizer to ROCC (1/2 time)  
6. Membership in WCA will be separate with dues paid directly to WCA 

 
Members then discussed the amount to be paid to WCA for 2020 and how to access WCA as a 
resource.  
 
Following a review of the financials, Kate Kellogg moved to approve a payment of $2,500 (Two 
thousand five hundred dollars) as the ROCC contribution to WCA for 2020.  Further, for the 
$2,500 contribution to WCA, ROCC leadership will request that WCA  provide research on 
specific questions critical to ROCC.  Upon a second by Rose Evans, the motion carried.  
 
The WCA community organizer assigned to ROCC will be encouraged to attend ROCC meetings 
in person or by phone and be provided with the ROCC meeting notes and minutes.  
 
It was made clear that current ROCC members remain members of WCA through 12/31/2019. 
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Non-Commercial Camping  Ordinance Changes 
 
Members discussed the current changes being put forth by the Ouray County Commissioners to 
the Land Use Ordinance.  Kate announced a working session on the Land Use Code  was to be 
held at 9 a.m. on Wednesday July 10 and encouraged as many members as possible to attend.  
 
Issues with the proposed changes that are critical to ROCC are:  
 

1.  Definition of structures ( i.e. tents, yurts, cabins)  
2. Length of use camping structure  
3. Enforcement of ordinance 

 
ROCC strongly supports preservation of the High Alpine lands and protection of those lands.  
Concerns were voiced that the proposed non-commercial camping regulations, which allow 
yurts and other camping structures on three-acre parcels, was being used to circumvent the 
building regulations in the high alpine as written in Section 24 of the Land Use Code.  Al 
Lowende joined the meeting to report on a current issue on County Road 20A (Corkscrew 
Gulch).  Eli Doose, the owner of a mining claim on County Road 20A) has applied to open a 
mining operation on his claim.  Along with the structures needed for mining, he also proposes 
other buildings to support the mining operation such as a boarding house.   These are allowed 
as long as the mining operation is operable.  If mining stops, the structures, according to the 
current law would have to be removed.   
 
ROCC is concerned that the buildings would not be removed and that the property would be 
converted to non-approved uses. The owner has shown a disregard for the land use code by 
plowing without a permit and using heavy equipment on the property without a permit.  How 
this matter is handled by the Commissioners will set a precedent for future development on 
mining claims.  
 
A motion was made by Rose to ask for WCA support in researching Land Use Codes in other 
Western Colorado counties containing high alpine regions to compare with Ouray County.  
Upon a second by Don Swartz, the motion carried.  Kate Kellogg will contact WCA with the 
request for research data on how other counties are managing their high alpine regions.  
 
Minutes 
 
The Board recommended that access to the Minutes of the Board of Directors meetings that 
are posted on the ROCC web page be password protected and for members only.  Upon a 
motion by Rose Evans and a second by Austin Rey, the motion carried.  Rose will make the 
changes to the web page and establish the password which will be provided to the ROCC 
members.  



 


